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To advance ht good and wholſdin Ends, is "cit Hes and purport of the apart 


-ing;Treatiſe; which ig; $59 qnilis pts ps ce Dich he the World 


Me ods, a7 Pretences, whereby the ſame The [4 een carrie 
ted: As Noe the, "aagh boogie thereof in the heavy Fudg- 
inflift #; lod, (even in his Oe on Fhoſe, ths 
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Envious Haman, or pln Rabſhekah, or "Raging Saraballar, or Bloody Herod, 
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Theſ things bapned. to them for. Examples « pers they.w were- written f or 7 0 1 
monition apex whom the end; of bor ira oat ts Come, 'y'Cpr. X. dy 1! <oaunivatacts 
T HE Holy Scti Sa nin eter incleniunat ie rhe Talining wad Ati of 
thoſe who Gol live in/ſutare Ages; ſpecially," of thoſe-upon whom the endr of the 
World are come. "Is deth highly Tonccrn' every one "(who believes the things therein 
written, to be Truth and Veriry,) tobe inſftrutting tbemſelves-in the Marrers which theſe divine 
Records do contain z-to the: end, that they my 1 -iHd be admonithed thereby," /r6-followiche 
good Examples of Ohrid himſelf, ' an6f\he emident Saints thetcin rentfoned ;"be 'of deb 2 Spirir 
as they were of ; walk, and d6 as1 Nerdy iy SE them in the latter end:' And 
tothe tent that they may take being found 1 m the"Spirit and-Pritices of fome others 
who lived in thoſe days, and wereaf; _ y | | J 
did.; and fo conſequently; ks ene ts, which «fell-ipon ine 61 
latter ones ; andrhar all fuck may be affared, they ſhall Kc the kflday! 5 Ha I hn HY 
One grand thing therefore yrs, andhew ad tas fo Reed $h1hale divine Re- 


ſlightly thought on by moſt,) as that w r and concern other; 
for the warming and awakening of ſome, wearer red aetorekng Is{hi 

poſition between the- Two Seeds of the"Sepiiant the Worm, 

are'born iifter the Fleſh, and thoſewhoiare 


andthe who are:called ont vf rhe World: Work 
God. No-{boner Were Men Ley red decay ve e fam 

ed' Men tot! yet bortr-again, wereready todevour'them; 'asthe Prophet: ON fi 
He who departeth from epi, _ AaFayny, No! ſooner deparr'Frorti Evil, "ber js Ft 


of the wicked re'edged 
The Evidences'of which, 'the ng dbidandly deleted its ales age: Jeteſt- 
fieth, nbt only of the 'Eximity,  Bavy; "Malice; and ich'was-rovted;' ſeated; and-pre- 
dominated in the Breafts of Men,whillt fnthe Fly + Odd the lacy Seem br Ages, 
againſt them who-were born of he Sp irit', 'Gubjects of the 'King of Kings , followers 'of God and 
Chriſt , yes; gens Tt (a ſt the Laws Ci. and his Government ; their Hearts 
Tail as Phartto? edid Exod. 5. 12.2"  & #b+ Lord, that Tſhoul#6bey bint? And as Chriſt ins Pa- 
rable; intimates Ge FietirevPthe Fwy cocks; faying, Lxbe'r g- inf theſe words, i His *Citrzeris hared 
hin; and faid, Wewill-tvt bautthet Man to rile outr ns. T 14; No# 331} ove endare any of bis Sub- 
jects. Bur alſo of the vet'y MerBoilt and Ways wherein they coprefſed this 'Enmity arid bitterneſs 


of Spirit that was (6 fixed in them,” both by Word and Deed'! Yea, moreover, the very he 


from whence alt the former did ſpring; ; as” alſo the fad felt; whictt was, bike to- follow, 
-the reward: of ſuch Spirits and Doings. 
- ' Theeritical obſervation of all which, When: well arched our; Mahi be! that no fall in 
"all Ages to all Men; for there is nd 'New Thing undes the Sun, ſaith Solomon, Eccleſ! 1. 
Of rheſe in their detler's ' And firſt ofthe Evidences and Iſt ances whichthe Scripture bark yen 
 andnored ; Ofthe Firſt, {co wit,) That the ſeated Expmiity in the Hearts of the wicked, a1 AM x 


bicrerneſsngainſt God himſelf, Chriſt, his a 4g the Satnts of God;: the Laws .of God; Hol- 
h nels 
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3 wy ((22)) {+ Ns 
nel; it ſelf, and the Light thereof ; the Light which did ſhine in Chriſt himfelf, the Saints and 
followers of Chriſt ; which Enmity the. Holy Ghoſt did. fore-tell, Gen. 3..15.-ſhould ariſe between 
the Seed of the Serpent and the Seed of the Woman ; and accordingly it ſoon appeared, when Cain  - 
fr6in thar. Principle, flew his. Brorher 24bef, Gena 182 ri Thie: Propher Habubteb; in this nme;nicd, 
Chap.:1. 13. That the wicked devoured the Man that was more righteom than hz; Fhe Apoſtle 
alſo afferts, that in thoſe days alſo,-*rwas ſo in the general, Gal. 4. 29. As he who was born after 
tbe Fleſh, perſecuted bin who'was born rare Oh. ;\ 46 (faith he-chere, ) it is now, .thar- is} in 
thoſe days: By;which they then did evidente. the bigheſt Hear-Eamuy amr 1d CO 

And this Heart-Enmity,the Holy Ghoſt hath throughout the Old and New Teſtament frequent- 
ly, in efpetial mannerobſcrved.; No: ſqoger, had tbe: Fnemies. of the, Jews, in. Nehemiahs days, 
Nebem. 2. received Intelligence, ' that Nebemyab. was come, with Authority tg/build the Walls of 
Feruſalemg 'v. 8. 9. But'tis ſaid, v.10. That it grieved thens exceedingly, that there was come a 
Man. to ſeek! the wellfare of the Childrge of Irael,; their envious Hearts here. boiled within them 
of itz... /whep there was'one gogd Propher in, /ragh, Micgiah by name,, wicked Ahab ſaid of bjm , 
1, Kings 22. 8, Jbate. him... Such-was) his ſeated Enmity: againſt him there, that he could nor, in 
that time, forbear openly.ro declare is-upon. the very;naming. of him. : The Pſalmiſt alſo teſtifi- 
eth, that in his time it was ſo ; The wicked in wrath, or(as the Margent hath ty with un inteſtine 
batred, (faith he,) baterb me, Pl. 55. v.3. And: P/al. 64, 4: He complains of the numerouſneſs 
of thefe cwo, in theſe. words,, Zhey,who bate me;without 8. Canſe, are mare than the Hairs of my 
Head, Of which Eamity alſog the, Bropgher; Aras. akes.notice,in the general inhis days; They. bate 
(faich he() ;rebuke jn-the.Garg,. and: they abhot bins.mho: ſpeaketh uprighth;. Amos 5, 10. They 
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 gainſt all who owned him, ;and ſubmitted, themſelves to his Laws; they hated.the Light which 
None in him, them, and.it; as Chriſt himſelf exprefly faid, John 3. That they: hated the Li 


be. diſcovered: And this Chraſtrold his unbeliering Brethren, Feb Tg Word cannot hate 
known, that Pilate himlelf þad-taken-notice of..ir, Mark 15, 13. *tis ſaid of him there, That he 
knew, that the Chief Prieſts: had deliyered Chriſt to be Crucified for Ev. Of which the Hearts 
of the unbelieving Jews. were full; which alſo;Chriſt:did beforcband:inform-his Diſciples of, that 


they might be prepared to meer with.the 'Effeds.therea 1» Jobna5« 18, 19. m,theſe words, If the 


» o 


World hate you, ye know that it bated me firſt, before it hated.you,'&c.... 1 bave choſen you out of the 
World, therefore the World hateth.you;, here they hated-Chriltand othersalſo, becauſe rhey followed 
bins, and bore bs image ; yea, farther, ſaith Chriſt there, v. 2.4 of the fame Chap.. Now have 
they both ſeen, and hated both me and my Father : Again, John 17. 14. be ſaid of his Diſciples, 
The world hath hated them, becauſe they are not of the world, &c, [Thus did; Chriſt again,and again, 

 inculcate this, which afterwards they found true, as the- Scripture alſo hath noted, 4&s 5.17, 18. 
*tis ſaid, Thartbe High Prieſts, and thoſe who were with him, roſe up, and were blled. with Indig- 

. . nation or Eavy,and laid their hands on the Apoſtles; The like Spirit the Zews diſcovered, AF. 1 3. 
*, when they there ſaw the multitude, v. 4.5. They were filed with Envy,and [pake againſt thoſe things 

' which were ſpoken by Paul ; their Hearts here were full of Envy and Hatred both againſt the Age | 

- fles 


(no iC:3) | 

tes and their DoQtrin= i! Again, AF. 17.tis ſaid, Thet the Jews; whe-belq 

: with Envy, took unto them certain lewd:Fellaws of the baſer ſort, 0nd wade <n-upe 

[Paul doth acknowledge of himſelf, A#;;2.6; Thet he , when he way jet.an;nhelitve 

exceeding 'mad againſt the followers of C ores 2 | 
; q 
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wight ſhoot in ſecret at the perfeft, &c, They-thus endeavared..to wound. them in. their) eputs 
wk. and to bring them feet amongſt the Vulgar, who had heard their: Speeches of thi 
dealing; the P/almiſt complains before God, Pſal. 94. 3. Lord, how long (faith he;) ſhall the wick- 
ed triumph, ſhall they utter and ſpeak hard things. © The Holy Ghoſt in the New Teſtament too, 
takes notice hereof, A&#. 2.8. The Jews there acknowledged to Paul, that 'twas ordinary for them 
to ſpeak againlt the followers of Chriſt, in theſe words; v.22. The Se& we know, is every where 
yi + ſpoken againſt; they were reproached as a Sect; and their Doctrin derided'in-the common Diſcourſe 
| among the unbclieving Jews, every where, in thoſe days, , _. 4 2 

What kind of Speeches theſe were, (as to many of them) the Sceipture doth alſo in particular 
reeord, as in thatof Mar. 11. 18, 19. obn came neither eating or <nbig, and.they [aid he bath 
a'Devi. The Sonof Man came eating and drinking, and they ſaid, bebold, a Man g L245; 2.4 
Wine-bibber , a friend'of Publicans and Sinners.. Ea or not cat, they ſtill ſpeak evil.o them, and 
| all ro prevent others from having any good: Opinianof ther or their DoGtrins ; ſo,when FT per 
| ceived that the People began to be amazed at whar Chriſt had done, Mat. +2. 2.3. The Phariſece 
hearing thereof, v:24. ſaid of Chriſt, his Fellow doth not caft ont Devils, but by Beelzebub the 
Prince of Devids ; this they did, that none ſhould value him upon the account of the Miracles he. 
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Und : "Again, The Phariſees, X47. 27. gavehim no better a 'Title than the Deceiver ; The:nemenn- 
bey (laid they there;Þ-9 62 &* 6 g. That the Deceiver ſaid, whilſt be was yet abve,&c. So Fobes 
the 7th; when ſome trad ſaid, He 7s 4 good Man,v. 12. others ſaid, Nay, 6#t be Jecerveth the Prople., 
yea, bis own Counrymen, Mat. 13. tho they there were aftonthed at Chriſts Wiſdom: dnd- his 
a 3 V. 54- yet, the ſame Perſons, in the following verſes, endeavor to leflen .him ,, 
1d whar he ſaid and 64d ; Is wot this ( fay they,) the Carpenters Son ? is not his. Mother called 
Mary, ec. And they were offended in him, v. 57. $6 did they uſually ſpeak contemptuouſly .of 
him, as in'Loke 2:3. 2: We found this fellow perverting the Nation, &c. And Jobn'g. 29. As for 
this Fellow, we know not from whence beis ; yea, they endeavored to in{finuate this Perſuaſton:intÞ 
the People , mn the 16th verſe of the fame Chap. that Chrift'was not of God ; ſome of the Phari- 
ſees thereſaid, This Men is not of God, becauſe be keepeth not the Sabbath: And further, he having 
cured the blind Min afterwards, in the ſame Chap. and they could not deny it; they in vv. 2.4. 
faid, Give God the glory, this Man is a finmer ;- And again, - Fobn 10. 20. Many of them ſaid, be 
hath'a Devil, be is mad; why bear ye him? In like-manner, 'Fobn 7, when they perceived thatthe 
Officers had Chriſt in admiration, v. 46. and had ſaid there, Newer Man ſpake like this Man; the 
Phariſees, in the next verſes, anſwered them, ſaying, Are ye al/0 deceived; have any of the Rulers be- 
Hieved on him ; But this People who know not the Law, are accurſed: And'v. 52. they ſaid unto 
Nichodemus, Art thou alſo of Galilee ? In all thoſe Expreſſions of theirs, they did endeavor to infi- 
nuare this/into the Peoples Minds, that Chriſt -was ſo contemptible a Perſon, and all''that he did 
was ſolittle to be regarded, thatno Ruler or Phariſee, Men of any Note, did account him worthy 
-to þebtlieved; or had in any eſteem ; 'and that none bur ignorant and accurſed People, would 
value hit, or-any thing he did ; and thereby, -they hoped to-engage the Peopleto {lighrhim, and 
his Do&rm'too. After the fame manner, din they frequently ſpeak concerning the Apoſtles and 
their'Dof&rin, to diſgrace them and -it amongſt the People ; Mr 3- The Jews there, had no 
fooner perceived that the CN TOk k together to hear the Goſpel, v.44. Bar they were 
Filed with Envy, and ſpake againſt thoſe ay which were ſpoken by Paul, contradiding and blaſ 
eming. TInthefollowing verſes, again, 'A&#. 19. *tis faid, When he had preached rhe Word for 
ame time, v. 8, Divers were bardned and believed not, but ſpake evil of rhat Way before the multi- 
 tude;v.y. y -which means, doubtleſs, they did ftir up the Minds of Men agaiaft the Apoſtles 
and their ins ; *for *ris faid, A. 14. 2. That the unbelieving Jews did ſtir:up the Gentiles, aull 
matt their mmdseuitly affetied againſt the Brethren ;, and v. 19. They perſuaded the people, 'and 
baving flowed Paul, &-c. And again, AF. 17. 13. They there fired up the People; rhus mult needs 
be by repreſenting them as ill Men, and their Do&trin-as evil, 4n the Ears of rhe People. There 
were certain Philoſophers, A&. 18. who (when Paul had diſputed with the Fews,) rook this way - 
too, v, 17. ſaid they of Pan! there, What will this babler (or baſe Fellow ) ſay? other ſome ſaid, 
He [cemneth to be a ſetter forth of flrange gods : And again, A@. 22. Having nothing in particular 
ro charge him with, they in v. 2.2. (that they might engage the: Magiſtrates and: People againſt 
bin, by a lond Our-cry apainſthim a+ a'Monſter,) they arefaid there, To lift up their woices, ani 
. ſay away with ſach a Fellow from the Earth : for 44 *# not fit that he ſbould live. And to ſpeak evil 
of all ſuch who owned Chriſt, was (it ſeemeth,) a. common thing among them; for Pauls Coun- 
rrymen faid to him, AG. 28. 22. As concerning ths Sef, we know that every where it as ſpoken 
apainſ# : And Peter allo hims this, 1 Per. 3. 16. when he adviſeth the Chriſtian there, to have a 
pood Conſcience, he ſubjoined this, That wherens they ſpeakewil of you, as of evil doers, they may 
be aftiamed, who did falfly accuſe your good Converſation m Chriſt; ſo-Chriſts wordsimplics, Mare. 
when he ſaid w. 1 1. Bl fed ye, when Men ſhall revile you, &c: anid ſhall {ay all manner of evil againſt 


you, for my ſake, Thus the Scripture declare fully, that wicked Men did expreſs their Heart-En- 
mity againſt rhe Saints, Chrift himſelf, and his Followers, by.defaming and difgracing'of them and 
their Dorm; thereby to brmpthem'into Contempt, 4id/ eril/Efteem amongt the People, and 
'rerider their Deftrin of no force. Ju | 


And 
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wry "dad BiGlEU nſt him,) 3hey go to the 
' the preſence of the King, Daniel, "aid they,) regavdtl wot Frakes , nor the-Decree which thou 
bop ft figned, "VE. Here did they zoſinuate; that he was a Contemner of e King,and of his Decrees ; 
whewas ttt erurh!! it was nothin ſo, but only a due regard tothe true God, 'on whom he/was bound 
r6'call:* 'The WE Kkewi &,-who+ believed not m Chriſt, ' in his time and nA pre todin*rhe 
fare Se} &y C charged Chrilf himſelf with'fuch Crimes. Luke 5.32. They br, ; 
of Vil, fs ' ſayiny, We found this Fellow proven 4 the Nation, and forbidding 
Cer; Jaym hes 5 , that be himfelf is Chriſt, a King; and in v. 5. He ſtirred up' the 


cople,” teaching 


Fe io Hrs hol oft Ontey cane ubder an Aecuſition of being guiky'of Preaſoti, edition, 
and'of. being no Hood y Recimitia; and was vehemiently'aecuſed too-; that they might vent their 


Hoey and: Malice apainft him, wit "the greateſt ſhew of Jultice ; for they were 'rehder of thei own) 


Repuration in that, asappeared, when Chriſt had ſaid unto them, Fobn 10. 32. pony 0bd Work} 
'T -bave fheived you, ; 'Rc. for which'of theſe Works do you fone me ? They ini the'next” canfvered 
him i theſe words, For a goed Wark we ſtone hs not, but for Blaſphemy, *and'becikſe thou 
Blew, Prake thy felf [f a"God. They would not be thought to ſhed Innocent Blood, which tirade 


not rp in by. Name, and behold, ye bave filled Jeruſalem with J0nr Dottrin, and intend to bring 
Mis Manr Blood 41 us; thothey were really guilty on't, and doubrleſsconſcious to theniſelyes on'c 
t69; 'yet would not they have othersconceiveſuch athought of them. ' So dealt they with Stephen, 


inthe ne on perf "ch rg im with ſpeaking of Blaſphemy, which alſo was notoriouſly falſs 3 for 
there e Scripru 2 


fayetd'take too, IS: 16; -when Pan/there had: cat out the evil Spirit, v.18: They v.19. 'caugbt 
Patil 4nd Sylas, and brought them to rhe 0s rates ;" and in the'nexr verſes, they charged'theni, 
mn the > words; Theſe # being Te ps fe ty trouble our City,,avd reach' Cuſtoms which are 
a7vfil for os to-do, weitbir obſei wh " bets Romans ;. all-whfich the Magiſtrates and 'People 

7 believin; to be rrije;* withour aby further epquity, fell upon'Paal, Se. verſes 22.72.31 $6 
| 5 Fry? with Faſon; and brries hen "AF: v9; whervthey had brouphr them 
tothe _ w 6. they in the fame verſes, and w.'7. "hrge them 4s guilty of Treaſon, breach of 


{td diſturbarice of the Peace too,in theſe words, Theſe have turned the worldupſide down, &c. 
| me 5h rev 11 hb Diepets of Cxfar, fa ing, Thar there is another King Jeſus ; blere did' they 


| rien conſtrudion of their DoArih ; they preached Jeſus tobe-the Chriſt;a King therefore 
©... | WdildtheyForc Terointend againſt Cafar: Ahd apain, A&'1 $. did they ſo with Paul; | the Fewt 
- [there v.'12.- made an- Infurrettion, with ohe accord, againſt Paul, atid' brought hind tothe Fudge 

*  Dnemt-ſeat\ and there they charge him, 1 1n theſe words, V.13. This Fellow perſuaded Men to wor 
- BY God aa} roLaw ; and; again, In the Temple they laid bold 0H _— « 2T, 2.7428. They 
+83 1M gi} oy At Ly m__ 
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Holand nd'2/ 10. The chief Priz 5 and Seribes ftoodup, and bear acenſed hin ; 


m #'rhe: | Apotte afterwards; when they had preached Chriſt? asthe JuBOnez whort | 
ing Jews had-Cfucified; AF.5.Did not we (ay they,) v. 282 barge ou,that*you ſhould. 


|  wheii they could ingt' refiſt the Spirit. and Wiſdom,” by which: be ſpake, ©, 10. they then 
t they ſuborned'Men'who aid ſoofhim ; the ſame way did: theSourh-" 


i pat againſt the Lewof the Jews, neither. againſt the Th 


| And the py rele a $9, 20 Ly ay 6 


Accuſazion - Again, the, Prieſts and Elders, as he Moppeaching, Mat. 27. EJs; 


0 2, Sold 
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| lowin verſes. -Aﬀer the-farie- manner did they purſu#1 himfelftgrhe devs; Fobnir 8. nnd 
uldthe'Fe s.chemſclves could hot proceed 10 furagaopur him todenth bytheir Law,(athem- 
ſelves con ©...) they therefore brought him before Pilate'to be judged, that:they might by 
prtence.of thar Authority purbjmto'death; ! which-afterwards they did, -(tlio {o juſb a One as he 
was, and. by Pilate racks ſo to be,) as is-in theinext.Chap. recorded; yea; when Pilate would 
bare coleaſed him; becauſe of his Innocency, Luke'z 3. + 16-17-07 Jewscryed out,v.2T. Cracifie 
him, Crurifie bim 3 "_ ot wrong ithey:mult have his rvtheiy hearts tohave, as ap- 
pears funther, v. 22, 2.3. The Soribes and. Phariſees: Bad, Mat; 2:23 14. taken coun+ 
fel bow hey might Libre bim. Chrilt did forewarn his Diſciples'and Followers, and :ntimated unto 
rhem, that they thould be fo-dealt with'too, Mar. 10.:The Brother (faith he there,in 0; 21.) ſhall 
delrver up the. Brother to death, andthe Fazber the Child, and the Children ſhall riſe up againſt their 
Parents. and put them to death; 3-according to whichthey frequently did in thoſe days, asthe Strip- 
wre doth evidence. When Chriſt:had raiſed up Latarar, Fobs 11.'43, 44. The chief Priefts,in 
Chap. 12-v. 10,11. conſulted, thar-they wight pur Lazarus al 6 ro death,becauſe that by reaſon of \bim 
many of the Fes believed on Feſus';,” So. Js '5. becauſe the Apoſtles had/preached Chriſt before 

"the Council there, they. preſently confulted 50 Hoy che; 33. The ſame Spirit was Saal of, 
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becauſe the Sacrifice Abel offered, war accepted and not bu, and be, in wv. $ ſlew, thim altho the 7 
reaſon. given of bis Non-acceptance was, becauſe he did not alk ©, 7-aqnd; his; Prater db did; = | 
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the contenyys-of the prout:.: Harethe Holy Ghoſt takes. notice, that: Fagtvacy 
rehdes: the Saints the objects of their Som,  and-pur. them upon: 3 xp orgy 
\Thiz very thing ſer-Haman into:ſo! great batred againſt Aordicai, are qn're- 
apainſ}:him-and all the Fexvs,' Hefter 3. his proud Heats As pau ae with”; 
_beeanſeche did not ariſe and dohim Reverence, as:is exprefled. az, (5.-intheſs words; hen Haw an 
ſehrthat' Mordicai bowed not, wor. did: "him reverence, they -e-tng Haman(ful of:wnigtbs; _d tbe 
-next) verſe; He thought fcorw to lay howds on Mardlicai alone, but ſoug bt 2qideft toyiall tbe:Jows' with 
binry; ſuch were his reveigeful Purpaſes) from the dreadful Pride of his Hears.) Hence ig camedD 
-paſs that the Preſidents and Princegan Daviels time, fo much hated: him, ſtudied 20 r6venge,pand 
took thoſe'tourſes to/ckxecure it upon him3: Day. 6. He being now 'adodced- try 9m 
over all thePrefidents'and. Princes, xx{.1, tc theirproud bearts.could Rot oa ar yi :angthis: 
-upor ſeckdiig\vecaſionageinſt him cofcerning the Kingdom, wv, 4; 'and -finding\nonep © | 
Wubjt& und inhocentiiMan. was he; mbeyin the next verſes reſolves totake, n inc arrer3.of 
his God 'pracyredia « Lawj -andipurſued:bim in the. waysthey had: deviſed; till: they hadipgurn 
himtints the Liens: Den; - rho the King himſelf would have faved him. Fromi the like pride.of 
Than he\Libertines and GW whowere diſputing with.Stephen, AG. 6. and not cable: v. +, 
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things! coritiary t0:the name uf Feſut;> The Fews themſelves fobn9..d1d own their ignbrance2df 
Chniſt, wv: 29. (ſaid thiy;):;Arfor this Fellow 2e know-net from wheece:heax:y\ all, the! Sngeniable 
Exadences they. had hid; thatbe was of-God, did nbrenhghien; them inor- Convinet\thamg.there- 


wihavty becauſe it kyeab mat (bim ;\.and as. Chriſt bad told bis Diſciples, Joby Fain itphehuſer/eope- 
ie rey; they will ale petſecute y0ir; and in the next; verſes gives the reaſon btiuemahele wards; Bl - 
whobobt will they Jo-unto you fr my name ſake, thecauſe' they. kpow'nqt- bit rtho ſent: wei; So 'a- 
(gain; Job#'16.: The time cometh (ſaid Chrilt there,) v.12; that whoſoever talleth you, ſhallthink be 
worth God. good ſerwice, the.reaſon of which he gives1n the next yerſeintheſe words, Thiſe things 


Peter in 'general aſhgne' this as the cauſe:of Mens ſpeaking evil oo | 2-1% 
Thoſe(Gith he; ſpeaking there of wicked Men,) as natural brite Braff hinj 


4 


bee 


*SExE 


him thas alone Qaid they there,) all men will belivoe on him, and the Romans (ba# 2a | Ls 
, ; | 1 | 


or 


e 
q 
$3 


and Hatred, and Perſecution: This made rhe Chief Prieſts-and Se 
when they had ſeen Chriſt to have ſuch Eſteem among the People, and the ſo evidenc 
the multitudes ſpreading of their Garments, deck "” tbe Ways where be did ride, with Branches, 4 
crying out Hoſanna to the Son of David; bleſſed is 

in the 'Higheſt;'v. 8, 9, 15.-and upon this, they v. 2.4; demanded! ft, "by 29hat authy! 

did thoſe things ? 'as if he were about ro'uſurp Authoriry,or at lealf thar he did it agamſt or without 
Authority, * Particular inſtances of this cauſe or ground tov," not a few the Scripture takes notice 
of, asin Exod. 1. The King there was (without cauſe,)' jealous thar'the Jews there would' grow 
toq great and numerous, and Rebel , therefore conſyked'to prevent their increaſe by dealing hard- 
ly with them ; his Jealouſie is expreſſed v9,” 10% inthe words, The Children of Ucael dre more 
and mightier than we. Come, let us deal wiſely with ther tft they imultiply, andit ped pa x 
when there falleth out any War, they join alſo to oter' Enemi, and fight againff us. | This cauſcleſs 
Fear put him upon dealing cruelly with thei, in order to prevent their growth, as in the follow- 
ing verſes; upon which account alfo Fofepbs Brethren-wenr; Gen. 37they tuſpeCting by his Dreams, 
and his: Farhers ſhew of love to hith, that oſep5 would be greaterthan'they, rl the'$;2c 11. 
they thereupon are ſaid there, to hate him, and ewoy him; ind v," 19, 20. of the ſame Chap. they 
conſulted to ſlay bim: They could not bear with- the thoughrs/of this,” *thar he” 


wh comerh in the nami'of rhe Lird, H 


a. 


than they in his Fathers Heart, nor ſuperior unto theat in after-rirtes, which they tid guelſed hit 
Dreams did intimate that he ſhould be ;' therefore they hate him; and 'refolve to prevent the com- 
ing thereof to paſs,- by taking away of his Life ; tho God purpoſed ro advance Foſeph to faverhem:-. 
alive, as Joſeph afterwards told rhem, Gen. 4.5. 5. ' "This Spirit. is taken. noxice of alſo in Foſdu. 
fromthe ſame ground, in Moſes time, Numb. i 1.26. When Eldad and Midad bad-propbijied - 
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ned together, ondieſolurdive.bill bir, Ack, 23-37% 
Thus hath the Haly:Ghoſt taken qarict of this.Practicp of the wicked Eneniies.of God ena 
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the 2d: Chap. of be Epiſtle, .v.-6, &+.7. imnbethere, Don! ts 263 
before the Fudgerenit Seats? demo} rhey'blaſpbeme'tbat awarthy Name by auhyc 

” Interrbgations, impliesan Affirmation, that they did fo, uſed ſo to do. 
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(36,) 
_ - Neither here did their Eavy and Eamiry againſt the Skinesiti'Old Telladitnt rides, nor Louinh 
Cheiſt and his Followers, in the New, end a: provecthe unde 4 no; they" were ever Fry 
while any of thoſe remained alive upon the Earth” like choſ& H&F, 2.2.22; 'who eryed out apzinſt 
Parl, in theſe words, Away with ſuch a'Fellow from the Earth; forit ii not fit ht ſhould live; right 
or wrong, lethim be raken off the Eztth**They cherefore perſecured therh roche death :, that did 
they delign, that did they purſue by all the before-mentioned Ways : Nay; ſuch was their bitter 
Enmiry, thatifthe Magiſtratearany' time, ſeetned'to- be willing ro acquit-any of 'cheny becauſe of 
their [anoceney, they cryed our upon him, away with tim, and told Herod he wis no Friend ts. 
Cz/ar, if he let 'him'go; and that rather then Jeſus'ſhould'be acquitted;they defired a moſt notorious 
Criminal ſhould be ſaved, even Barabbas, who for Sedition and Murther in the City, was caſt 
into_ Priſon; 'they preferred the moſt vile Men ts rhar'moſt innocent and unblamable One. Fur- 
ther inſtances of this too, the fame divine Records hath delivered down ; as the Apoſtle Fares ſaid 
in rhe'general, Cap. 5. 6. of rich Men, 'Ye have condemmed and killed rhe foff, od bo doth not reſiſt 
ou. So ſaid the Pſalmift, Pſal. 37. The wicked hath drawn out the ſword, v. 14." to ſlay ſuch as be 
of an'upright Corrverſation : And again, in P/al.'44. 22. For thy ſake are we killed all the day long, 
we are counted as Sheep for the ſlaugbter : And more particularly, Gen.4. Cainthere having brought 
an Offering, and Abel another co the Lord, and the Lord reſpecting Abelrand not Cains,v. 3,4.,5. 
"Cain, v. 8.- upon this very account, rpſe up againſt hirh, and ſlew him; ' In like manner did Joſephs 
Brethren intend to. do With him, Gen. 37. they perceiving that their Father loved him more than 
he did them, envyed bim, orhated him, v. 3,8 4- and'in v. 18. Seting him afar of, they conſpired 
ainſt him to ſlay 'bim'; and v. 20. ſaid, Come now, let ws ſlay bim, andeaſt him into ſome pit, &c. 
Nothing lefs than his Life would farisfie ſome of them at leaſt ; fuch was their Envy againſt their 
innocetit Brother, inthatday. Fezebel, Ababs Wite, after Elijab had cauſed the Prophets of Baal 
to be ſlain, 1 Kings 18. ſhe Chap. 19. underſtanding the matter by the King, ſent: a'Meſſenger 
ro' Elyqab., in v.22. ſaying; So ler the gods do, and more alſo ;, if 1make not thy life as rhe life of one 
of bem, by to morrow about thu time; ſuch was her-hatred of him, rhat 'nothing bur his Life was 
deſired by her; but he fled. So Hamens fiery Enmity againſt Mordicas, could be no way quench- 
ed, but by bis Life, and the Life ofa}l the Fews, Heſter 9. 5,6. when 2ordicat would not bow, 
and-give Hamas reverence to him,” he was full of wrath, 'and wot, Doane ro lay hands on 
-Mordicai alone, but be and all the Fews-muft be deſtroyed rogether; which he purſued inthe fol- 
lowing verſes. | After the ſame manner did they;purfue Chriſt himſelf ro:the dearh, Foby 18. and 
becaule the Fews themſelyes could not proxeed fo far'as to put him to death by.their Law,(us them- 
ſelves confeſſed v. 31.) they therefore brought him before P:lare ro be judged, that they might by 
- pretence of that Authority put him rodeath, which afterwards they did,”((tho ſo-juſt a One as he 
'was, and by Pilate declared ſo to' be,) as is-1n the next Chap. recorded; ;yea, when Pi/ate would 
have releaſed him, becauſe of his'Innocency, Luke 2.3.-1.4, 15; the Gowr ried out”; 2.1.\Cracifie 
bim, Crucifie bim ; right or wrong they muſt have his life ; this was in their hearts ro-have, as ap- 
pears further, v.: 22, 2.3. The Scribes and Phariſees havi beforeband, Mat. 12. 14. takey conn- 
ſel bow they mig bs deſtroy bim, Chrilt did forewarn his Diſciples and Followers, and intimated unto 
them, tharthey ſhould be ſo dealt with too, Mar. 10. The. Brother (faith he there, in-v. 21.) ſhall 
deliver up the Brother to death, and che Father the Chill, and the Children ſhall riſe up againſt their 
Parents, and put them to death; according to:which they frequently did in thoſe days, as the Scrip- 
ture doth evidence. When Chriſt bad raiſed 'up;Lazaras, John I1: 43, 44 The chief Prieſts,in 
Chap.12.v.10,1 1. conſulted, that they might put Lazarus alſo to death,becauſe that by reaſon of him 
wany of the Fews believed on Feſws ; So As 5. becauſe the Apoſtles had preached Chriſt before 
the-Council there, they preſently conſulted fo ſlay them, v. 339. The ſame Spirit was Saul of , 
AB. 8.1. he there conſented tothe death of Stephem; and Ad.g. 1. its faid of him, That he yes 
breathed ont threatnings andſlaughter againſt the Diſciples of the Lord; which he himſelf —_— 
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reproved, or diſcovered... .'Þhus hath abs iScrinure-afgned this tobe the. Qriginal;;ior jone. maity 
Cailſe afthe wicked:Quet: Eamity againſty:nnd perſetuting of uhe' Saints: and thei. high opyoſi- 
tion againſt the Light-of -the Goſpel | it SP EL 842 ade 

xdly. It did ariſe from this, Thar-the Saints, the called of Gad, did 
been'changed from what they: were by. Nature, and. by Pradtice too ; they awned.andloved whas 
formerly they/ bad hated 3- they had' declared: thatnſelyr-nati taibe' of the World, could nat-rur 


with the ametxeefs of Riot with'orhers,ax they bad done;do as formerly they did 3; but their Lives 


and Works did contradi&t and reprove.the: Lives of thei Perſecurpry,- Now this. they-could nos 
bear, therefore did they hate them, and brake out againſt them in thoſe various Methods and Ways 
before noted ; as the Scripture ſaith, .He who Jarh evil; hateth the hight, John, 3. 20. No ſoonen 
did: Saul (whom they had ſo much loved formerly,): ledve his perſceuring of the Saimes, and berng 
changed, did evidence the-ſame by joyning with. thiem,. arid"ig-preaching, up, what his; blearz [tad 
been againſt z \but the Zews haced him, and-Rudicdl 16-kill: lymy\ 4#.'9.:194 20; and 6:00:3 ant. 
thatit would be fe, Chriſt had told: his before, Fol 15- If (Guith hethere, v. 19.) pe were of tbe 
world, the world would lovg by owv;; but becauſe yt-are not;of the warts, but 1 have choſen you - 
out of the. world, therefore doth the world hate you : Here didhe intimare-to them, that.no ſooncy 
ſhould they evidence by their. good Life, that they are.callidout of the World, ; and off fromthe 
evil Coutſes thereof, but the World bated-tbern ypon:thatvery accoum, and thereupon perſecuted 
them; 'as*tis written Habak. 1. 13. in thoſe days, Thet the.2ulched devoured themanwhb way mere 
righteoms than be: And 'tis exprefly ſaid, Gen, 4: 5.\ That: Cain'2u45 angry: 2th by Brothar Abel, 
becauſe the Sacrifice Abel offered, was accepted and not bis, and he,in wv. 8. flex him 5 altho the 
reaſon given of his Non-acceptance was, becauſe he did'nbt-well, v. 7. -and his! Brother did z- as 
the Holy Ghoſt doth affirmin theſe-words, x; Fobn 3,3 33 Net.us Cain was of that wickedone, and 
flew his Brother, and wherefore flew:be him? bicanſe bis own; Works::were: evikand bis. Brochers 
righteors; .apon which account the-Saints are;exhorred;, ie; the: next verſe, nor toi maryail, tho the 
World do bate them. When EJijah had but evidented: his Change, by reproving Fang eAbaziah 
for. his ſending to the God of Eckrov, to enquire if be; ſhauld recover, '2 Kings" t- v. 2, 3, 4- tlie 
King was ſo enraged againſt him, that be v. 9. ſenf # Captain, with bi fifty ro fetch him, va the 
| - aptain 
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-not-permit them to ſeek God, fo ir ſet them againſt-rhe Saints; ” mnocent/Ories/ who ergy == 


- render- the Saints the objedts of their: Scorn, and-pur them'upon. forgip as, ebee ogklnl (hw, 
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theſe Mr benrys hate and perſecute ey but th ihus thofe b: 
-and pood, and refiroved their Perfecutars far the cor nol X ongiay fl 
render themiobnoxious to the wickedſt hatred and ſcorn. Herod in thaſe on, committed 74 
to Prifon,. and would bare put bm to death, becauſa- obs bad rold: bum, ores. W 
marty his Brother Philips Hife, Mat. 14. 3,45. The Apoſtle Peter idecl: owhs ti 
+ Epifh. Chap. 4. ſpeaking of ile unconverted Gentiles thoughes of;the 
they cud ner dothegy had done, and as the wicked ſlilb4id, p..2, puſqrionge 
rhey think it ftrange, that ye rum not with ther into the ſame actiſs of yon, /pei 
Here they ſped Sills of the-Saznts; becauſe they could'not be Genel wes 
ar their T—_ could no longer think ar ſpeak well of them + Sothar-the-S 
evident, tharthe wicked unbeheving Ones did in thaſe days, hate andy ze Santas 
and.only beckufe they were new Cregtures, called out of rhe-Warld; Men oF ain ; od Lif wi 
ncebipakedbdcehdid; or do _as\they et eng ogs gobs o | 
reprove the Spirits'and Doing of thoſe wicked Perſeauors.. \ | 
3dly. A third cauſeor ground which the Holy Ghoſt in -aflio 4k n !wh 
the Envy and-perſecuting Spirits of wicked Men. did.arife;; thar was the Pride, ziphs bf Sp 
and revengeful Nature which wasin them. : Such was their Pride, thar' they, weuld nod ſeek: 
chemſelves, nor bear with-thote who did, as the Zn 60a 10.4. That the:wieks 
rhe pride of bis countenance, will not ſeek Gad; and1n w.'8.20 ob him, That in the feeres 9 
doth be murther the innocent, bis eyes are providy jet againſt theipoor', 'as their; 'Pride here would 


The P/almiſt again, Pſal. 1 19. 69. ſaid, The proud have forged a lie's 


againſt we": 'And 
123. 4 be faith; Our Soul a exceedingly Flelauch the ſarang 


of thee whoare at a we vm | 
tbe comtenept of rhe proud: Herethe Holy Ghoſt rakes notice; that the 'Pride of: thei: Hehripthe 


T'his. very thing ſet Hames into ſo'great hatred ogktin Mordicai, and: him fo refolute an re- 
venge againft him and all rhe Jews, He#ter 3. bis proud Heart could not bear” with 'Mordicas; 
becauſe he did not ariſe and do him Reverence, as-is: ot mes ©; - intheſe words, When Har-.an 
ſaw that Mordicai bowed ner, nor did bim-reverinee, then was Hainan fall-of rats: and-n ik 
next verſe, -He thought frorn'toilay-bands on Mocdicai alone, but fought oye tu ak rhe Jous'with 
-hims, ſach were his revehgeful Purpoſes from the dreadful/Pride ot his Hear. 'Hence'r/eame to 
paſs that the. Preſidents and Princes in Daniels time, fo much hated him, \ſtndied ro revenge, and 
took thoſe 'courſes to execute 1t upon him; -Dav.'6.! He being: now advaiiced by King Darius 
over all thePrefidents and Princes, v. 1, 2. their proud hearts could nor bear'it 5+ andthis purrhem 
upon ſecking.occafion againſt him concerning the Kingdom, ©. 4: and finding none; fo: geod:g 
Subjet and innocent Man was he; they in rh&next verſes refolves-totake bn inthe majrergof 
his God, procured a T*aaw, and purſued bim in the. ways'they had deviſed; till they had» often. 
him into the Lions'Den, tho the King himſelf would have faved hins/ From the \like-pnde of —.; 7 
Heart the Libertines and others, who were _T with hats At, 6. and not 'able-vi 9. te 
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tes, th rough. is prudent Behavior in the Rings buſt 
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nA an had been exculing Davids abſence, v. 28, 29. Samls anger was hindled againſt 
ondthan, v.” 30. and he ſaid unto' him, Downet I know that thou baſt cbjence San of. Jeſle: ro,thine - 


eltcem for David, and that he gs prove dilloyal and uſurp the Kingdom;;and that it could nor 
: ived, was the great cauſe of his envy and maliceagainlt David, 


an 4 of the wiſe men; Hers,rather than.he would endanger.his Honor and Autharity, (which 


U 


1 &d go 0n,; he wayld ger fych-Efteem and Honor, hat it would endanger:their Hangriand;Autho» 
rity 760, that they ſhould, e cHened ROARING People ;andihus ſerthem atenmity againſt {Chriff; 
and upon perſecuting of him, and uling of all means to render Him/and; his DoQtrin conteraprible; 
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.and diſhonorthe +.and ſadid they tell the King in theſe words,” The Tewi'ave 'come unto You- 
ruſalem building the rebellious and bad City, 8c. ' Be i knoww unto the "King, That if thu City be 
builded,'&c. 'they' will mot. pay Tole,' cc. \ayd it 1 not.meet for tis to feb the Ring diſhowred; which 
Letter of theirs begot the like jealouſie-in the King; and thereupon he commanded their Work to 
ceaſe, V. 20, 21. ' So alſo”ris recorded ofthe Fews themlelyes, that they fuſpeCted Chriſt (becauſe 
he was called King of the Jews,) that he would grow t90' great; and vail their Glory ; andthetefore 
did they perſecute and hare him ;. therefore'did Hliey rell 'Pilate thus, Fob 19. 12: If rhow- er this 
m1an go thou art not Cxlars Friend; for whoſgever muketh bimſcif's King, ſpeakech againſt Cechr; 
and v.15, 'when Pilateſaidto them; Shall ICrucifie your King #' they zn{wered, "We have no Kivig 
- but Cafar: - So did their fear of their own _ into Infaryy and Diſgrace amongſt the: People , 
cauſe themn alſo to hinder the preaching of Chriſt ro be the Meſi9b;\ and to bave' been riſer trom 
the Dead; by all rhe means they could, and-to perfecute the Preachery'of the Goſpel; for they knew 
well, that if the People ſhould once believe that indeed-he was the Chrifrhe Son of God, all thoſe 
who had had'a hand in perſecuting and ſlaying him, wonld have been judged 'murtherers of him 
(as'the-Apoſtte A#. 5. did affirm-they were, v. $5.)/and{ fo all their Honor and Credit among the 
People ; that:this was upon their Heart, the Holy Ghoſt m the ſame Chap. notes, v. 24. *tis {aid, 
When the Chief Prieſts andthe Captain of the Temple bad htard what" the Apoſtles had preached, 
and done in this Name of 'Feſws, - they doubted, of them whevero this world grow ; and v. 17; 28. 
They took rhem and brought them before the Council; imdthe High Prieff\arked them, ſaying, Did 
not we ftraitly commanil you; that you ſhould noi teach in) this name? dud behold, you have filled Jeru- 
ſul&n. with your DoFrin,? and imend td bring this' mans Blood upon «r; of which, tho they 'had 
beers guilty of, yet would they not that-notice ſhould be taken of that wickednels, leſtthey- ſhould 
fall into Giſeſteem amongſt the People. | Upon this ground alfo was ir, that FHeman hated Mords- 
4ainttharirats; andſoughthis Lifez-he rhovight that Afordicai'clouded his" Honer, - #nd\ further 
Feared rhar\ Mordiaaiempht:get ſome favor.ar:Courr, beeadſe he remained NA int the' Kings Gate 
*nd would not'baw-w him; therafore did Mamars jealous Heatriwork how to deſtt6y hitm;" as is 
expreſſed, Heſter 2.'it is ſaid there, wv. F That when 'Haman ſaw that Mordicai bowed not, 'nor 
did him reverence, then as Harman'ful, ofwrath., and thereupart inthe following verſes,” he at- 
tomnpes hf bis, und _ _ aur cer hy s "Here the aw dei of bis Ho- 
nor, oe! obltructing 'of The be 6 aſpired £00,” pur Him port hating of 24ordieas, and endea- 
pes, fer ruin; as i8Yer more phaico from his awry words, Chap:57 after he had'yiven-an account 
to his Friends there, throughout the beginning afthe Chaprer,of all his Honor and Favor ur Courr, 
21d other hiv Advantapes'; he'w.214. ſpake thus, ' AH rhis Woailerh te nothing; fo lony-as T ſee 
Mordicai the Jew fitting at the Kings Gate; frrongly did Me nou work within hini;leſt Mor 
ditah ſhould be it Favor and check his ;- that all hes lad avarted-him' nothing,;: thereforeimakes a 
Gullows to hang Mordica onpin/the nexe verſe< 1'T his was 'this'hoted/t6 havebeen nc cauſe, 
why Meh-(widtediOac) Have hated/ahd'perfecned thers}Hhithoſe goof theWorld.s” © - 
<-Gthly: "A fixrt groundof theinwrach' andviolence apainſtpood Men'and Things in whole days, 
and\of 'which'the Scriptures g eclian account; was the blindZeal of ſome; for the 'Heatheniſh and 
Tdolatrous Worfhjp ;' others for chat Religion they were born and bre#ipitn, the Tradivions, Ce- 
Fethatiieh and Ouſtoms of the Jews,-of whichthey'wereſo" tender and*fo jealous of lookng Dvrial- 
ering) hat they conld/not bean with'the appearance Eh why Sel looked Ghar way, bir 
preſeatiydid Aycos ines! rage and violence againſt all A Dorins:tharſeegicl to/thwatt 
i it; | 4516 wesfdid of If nel of fd; 2 Chron? 4 0 


oy 


has 2 


if, op ptrotry, iris wy r was hid of If url of 61, *2 Chron? $69b9" 14" That the 
<bief- ofOvbePricfÞs aud the Prophets averſe iy much; wfted all he ahohnindtions of the Henrben, 
and * 


ond poli ad rhe bauſs of the Bordy 820. and they had habitwaredHiemfelyes foto to; \thikchis was 


the effeQ;v.'r5!" Thar when Ghd had fort 10 1him'by bis Meſſengers; beeaufe be had'compaſſion-n 
hiv ptoyle, and:0h bir dwelling place; They v. 16 magked #be nieſſthger?'of God, delpifti Lat 
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and miſuſed his Prophets: Their euſtomio worſhip.in that falſe way, made theip/ now-not- ible. to 
bear with a reprroof or perſuaſion, to return: to: worſhip. again.after theiway which' Gad hinſelf 
had preſcribed; ſo zealous were they for that. which they: had beet uſed/to in'thole days; therefore 
did they perſccute and miſuſe the Meſſengers, whom God bad ſent to have turned them from their 
Heathenith way of worſhiping ;. which alſo the Pſahmiſt notedin bis time, P/al. 2. He: propheſied 
that which ſhould come to pals in Chriſts time, /by (ſaith be there,): do tbe beatben rage, and-the 
people imagin a vain thing? The: Kings of the earib- ſet themſelves, and the Rulers take counſel to- 
gether againſt the Lord and againſt bis Anointed, ſaying. Lets break their havds aſſunder, and caſt a- 
way their cords from #s;. When the Lords Anointed ſhould come; he' would by his-Laws: alter 
the Jewiſh ways of worſhiping, according to their old Law, Traditions and Cuſtoms, :and intro- 
duce a new, as the Law-of God before did. contradi®t and forbid the Heathen Worſhip, which 
neither the one nor the other could bear with (while unconyerted); therefore would th&y rage, 
imagin and take counſel againft God and Chriſt, how to break therr Bands, -and to'caſt away their 
Cords; they would none of, Chriſts Government or Laws ; of -which! alfo Chriſt himſelf in his 
days ſpake to his Diſciples, Feb 16. w: 2..that this blind Zeal ſhould' pur-them upon killing of 
the Oppolers thereof ; The tie cometh (fauh he there,) that whoſoever killeth- you, -will- think be 
doth God good ſervice : Their opinion of their own falſe Way, ſhould be fo ſtrong, thar: it' ſhould 
prompt them to deſtroy any. who ſhould. preach or practice the contrary, as for inſtance it.came to. 
paſs. Such was Pauls. Zeal. before his Converſion, 4. 8. *ris ſaid of /him, v. 9. That be made 
bavock of the Church, emtring imo every;houſe; and halting. men.and women, and committing them 
$0 priſon, the cauſe of which, was his zeal for his Religion, as hin ſelf acknowledged, At.22. 3,4: * 
in theſe words, I was zealous towards God as ye all at this day ; and I perſecuted this way 'unta the 
death, 8c. All this, as the conſequent of his miſtaken Zeal, as he fajd, 4#s 26.9.9. I verily thought 
with my ſelf, that I ought to ds many things cowty ary #0the name of Jeſus! whichibings 1: alſo-41d ; 
and the particulars he: named in the next yerſes;, Being .cxceeding mad againſt them, I: perſecuted 
them, &c. And againg.Gal. 1.11 3. he declared it in cbefe words, 27 have heard of my Gonverſation 
in times paſt inthe Jews Religion, that beyond meaſure'F perſecuted the Church of God and wifted it ; 
'The grounds and reafons ſtirring him up hereto, was. his miſtaken Zeal, - as he bimſelf Gaith.ip the 
next verſe, in theſe words, And profited in the Jews Religion above many of mine equals in mine qwn 
Nation, being more exceeding. 24a{ous of the Traditions of my Fethers:i Here, his blind {Zial; be ver 
rily thoughr, he ought to-do as -he. did, (he having been bred-op -in:the trick obſerparion-of the 
Law; and of the JewiſhfFraditions agd,Cuſtoms;). -made;hini {a _excetding {mad againſt; all. fach 
whoſe.Dogyin or Praftice was atherwiſe\; 'could.nat, bear with any alreration or.turning out.of his 
accuſtomed way, nor with'any who did walk, profeſs or teach otherwiſe; therefore: was he ſo-vio- 
lent in perſecuting of Chriſtians, -and.in his endgayors to-hinder-the fpreading; of the Goſpel, till 
"Chriſt met with kim, and convinced hjmtq{purpoſfot bis miſtaken aeak Anorheripftance of this 
is noted by Danel , in;bis-days,; Dan, g. When theKing: thonbed Rrypanimage,v. aztend der | 
dicazed it, v; 3+-and in the following verſes, .proclzicded:thas, all ſhould at fach timpiifell down and 
'0rſhip : and the Ca{deazs great zeal for this-[dolatry- put them;upon acculing Shadrach; Meſhach 
and Abednego, &c. tor noc. worſhiping this: Image a& the  Calgeens,,did worſbjp; : this alſp.ſetabe 
King into a great rage t99/againſt them, {ſuch was his/zeal alſo); yea; to ſuch;a degree 400, . that 
when-they;bad virerly denyed to worſhipthe-lmage, be pear the Furnace t be heat ſevanry 
*rimeybattery,ag9-1hey 40; be call in, which; was exeqned ©.,2.1; Sohot was be fot his. mpge-y 
ſhip, rþazche Non-complyers mult die.tor in, | Yppp the. like ground alſo, gdid;rheBenibeg) an 
- Phariſees. quarrel: with Chriſhand bi; Diſciples in choſe days; Hor. 15H art ty hr ne Chill, 
do thy Diſciples tranſgreſs the Trqditions of be the Elders}, for henna not. their. hands, when they 


"©, eat Bread, v, 2 Their Heat and Fervor fortheir. Religion and. Traditions-put them ypoh this Car 


_ "*velling, tho-Chriſt had rold'them, that,they by their, Liraditions had tnade void the. Law'ofGed\; 
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the Jews except they waſh their hangs. oft, eat. nat, holging .che Traditions of the Blders.; and apben 
they came from, the 101 it 7 2aſbed't/ would <4t.3 arid many other things thereþe 
ti held, the waſhing of Cup 


Beds). Their Heart engagedneſs to theſe Ways and {Lraditions received of their Prog. 
them quarrel; at Chriſt and his Followers for not obſerving of them : So again, for notobſerving 
'the Sabbath. Jar. 12. they faid, Behold, thy Diſciples do that which = not lawful todo on the Sah- 
bath day, v.2. And this put.them upon endeavgring toenſnare Chriſt by queſtions, and take coun- 
ſel againſt him bow they might deſtroy him, they could not bear with ſuch who did nor as they 
did in theſe matters-in.theſe days. The Philoſophers were ſo addifted to their Idols, 42. 1.7. that 
. they deſpiſed Paul and his Doin, and ſaid, 7. 14. What 225ll thi babler ſay, beſeemeth ra.be.a ſer- 
ter forth of ſtrange gods; andv. 19, 20. they ſaid, Jay ave know what this new Dotrin whereof 
thou fpeakeſt «? For thou bringeſt certain things; we-would know therefore what theſe things mean. 
"Theſe could nor bear with the preaching up the true God ;:they being worſhipers ot Idols, the true 
Ged waz a firange God to them, and what Paul had preached were ſtran Re things, becauſe contra- 
ry to what, they had been bred up in.; and. their.zeal was ſo hot for their falſe. Worſhip, thaxthey 
&f; piſed and perſecuted ſuch as offered the true; they took Paul here; and carryed him before the 
higheſt Cour, where they put theſe queſtionsto him: After the ſame manner did the Jews with 
Paul xipon this ground too, A. 18. 11. He having before preached Jeſus Chriſt to them, ar Corinth, 
They here. with one accord made an inſurrection againſt him; and brought him. tothe. Judgment Seat, 
Taping, The Yellow prrjuaderk, men ts worſhip Ged onirery to the Law: Faw now was aigtes 
ground of their Enmity and Viglepcq againſt him ; they could. not bear tg haye\Men worſhip(Gnd 
in any other yay, than jn that which they hg uſually worthiped according 30 the Law: and thei 
. Traditions, 'nor bear with any Perſuaſions thereunto; ſuch was their blind zeal for that wherein 
they had been educited and uſed to., Their old received Cuſtoms were more-valued by them than 
the Laws of God, 'tho God was. then to be worſhiped atherwile, as Chriſt had-hinted to them; and 
28 the Apoſtle Paul,, A&s 2.4- there confeſſed before the Governor that he did,'p..14 in-theſe words, 
After the way they coll Herefie, /o worſh ip I the God of my. Fathers, believing. all things. written in 
the Law uE the Prophets; But becauſe he did diſſent from, their, Traditions and Cuſtoms, and 
worſhiped-nor as they did, therefore called they his Way Hereſie : and they perſecuted him as in-the 
beginning of rhe Chapter and before, altho.it was according to what was written'in the Law.and 
the Prophets. So again, AF.2.1. The Jewsthere, v. 2.7. ſtirred up the People,and laid bands on Pau), 
and v,2.8, cry:d out, this 1 the man who teccheth all men every where a865nf the People, and the 
Law,and tha Place : This was the greatthing which moved:them-here ; Paulhadrapghr the Peo- 
ple to worſhip God otherwiſe than according tothe Ceremanies of the Law,the Cuſtoms and Tra> 
ditions of the Fews, wherein they had been ſo long converſant; and this they could not bear with. 
The Admirers of Diana did ſo rgo, A#.19. when the Silverſmith there. bad (tho upan another ac- 
cqunr,). infinuated, that the Apoſtles did deſign, by their Preaching, to diſgrace and render their 
Goddels Diana contemptible, v.,24, 2.5. and foon.. Theſe Adorers of Diana were. very.wroth upon 
the hearing on'r, arid the whole City was filled with canfuſton, crying up, Diana ; O they could nor 
bear with any thing which they had apprehended to have any rendency' ro the lefſening of their fo 
much admired Dzana, which quickly put then into an unznſwerable uprore and violence againſt 
Pauls Companions, whom they had caughr, v.28. and ſoon , asthe Towa Clerk himſelf had told 
them, v.37, 38. and ſo.on. Thus the Scriprure hath taken norice of this Cauſe allo of the Ex- 
mity in the Breaſts of wicked Men, andof their perſecuting Spirit againſt the Saints in thoſe days. 
-thly. There was yet a ſeventh cauſe or riſe of the Egmity and perſecuting Practices of thefe 
againſtthe Saints, which thoſe divine Records bath ſet down 1n it ; that was the privag Profir'and _ 
Gain that ſome Men had by ſome Rcligion then. profeſſed, or fome other Way then in eltcem a © 
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"0d ag the People ; which Gain being by Chriſt or the Apaltis; preaching of the truth, abated: Y 


: "all means to prevenr the ſpreading of their Do&rins. "This very thing 


danger of being gone ; they wereſer ina rage againſt the Tr againſall thoſe who 


pFRached'it, or believed and embraced it ; they could not bear with the thoughts of their Gain be- 


p raken'away ; therefore did 'perſecute and'endeavor to deftroy the Apoſtles and others, atid uſed 
t the Silverſmiths upon 
ſtirring up the People, who were the (great Adorers of Dians, AGF. 19. Not their zeal for Diana ſo. 
much, as' tor their Profit: When Pal there had preached in Aſia, and turning People from the 
worſhiping of falſe gods; the Silverſmirhs prefently apprehending that this would bring Diana 
their Goddefs, into diſeſteem, that People would not worſhip her any more, and then farwell their- 
Gain ; which marter ſo troubled them, that *cis ſaid thus there, v. 2.3. That there was na ſmall tir 
about this way; and-in the next verſes, That Demetrius 2ho*m1ade rhe Silver Shrines to Diana; -. 
brought no ſmall gain tothe et whom he called together, and ſaid unto them, Ye know that 
by this craft we have our wealth ; and Paul hath faid,They be no gods which are made with hands; 
ſo that not only our craft is in danger, but Diana would be deſpiſed ;* which Saying proved ſufficienc 
to' beget an Enmity in the Breaſts of the Craftsmen apainſt the Apoſtles'and that DoQtrin, and to 
ſerrhem upon perſecuting of them, as in the following vetfes they did ; for they very; well knew, 
tharif once'the People did: believe thar the Religion and Worſhip they were Foun in were not 
right, Diana no Goddeſs; and that all their Zeal in and for that way, was no better than Vanity, 
perftirion and Idolatry ; then no body would imploy them to make Silver Shrines for Diana any 
more, and conſe ly they muſt rake leave of rheir old Gain; this now fer them into ſuch a flame. 
of Envy and Violenee againft the + rrp and'cheit Preaching. From the very ſapie caiiſe were the 
Maſters of the Damſe}, who was poſſefſed with the Spirit of Divinarion ftirred up againſt Paul and. 
Sylas," and did perſecute them, AF. 16.16. *ris there faid, That a certain Damſel Poſſeſſed with's 
Spirit of Divination met ms, who brought her maſter much wy by ſauthſaying, whom Paul,in v.18. 
caſt' ont ; 'upon which ber maſters, in the next verſes, caught Paul and Sylas, and drew them nnto 
rhe Rulers unto'the wb ſaying, Theſe being Jews do exceedingly trouble our City and teach 
Cuſtoms, &c.' Upon'which the multitude roſe up againſt them, and the Ma 7'orw commanded theys 
#0 be beaten, which they did, and put them into Priſon. The main cauſe of al theſe Accuſations and 
Complaints againſt them, and of their Impriſonment and Bearing, was only the laſs of that Gain the 
Darnſe} had brought her Maſters ; as *risexpreſly ſaid, v. 19. in theſe words, And when ber maſters 
ſaw that the hope of their gain was gone, they caught Paul, &c. Thus hath rhe Scripturealfo taken 
notice of this cauſe too, why ſome in thoſe Ages of the' World, dld hate and, perſecute the Saints. 
$thly. Yer further, theſe divine Records hath taken notice of an eighth cauſe 'or ſpring from 
whence ill Mens Spirits were moved apainſt the good, or from whence many were cagagedin pr 
ſecuting 'and deſtroying of them ; that was from a fear of, or deſire to pleaſe and gratibe others; 
ſome great Men, or Men of Power,who were themſelves full of Envy and Malice againſtthe Saints, 
and did perſecute them ; and thereby to ſecure to themſelves the good opinion of thoſe ſtill; tho 0- 
therwiſe againſt their own judgments and inclinarions, and it may be againſt convidctionsroo, that 
in ſodoing they did not well; as the Scripture ſpeaks it was in Chriſts time, Fob» 12, 42. Somegreat 
ones there did believe on Chriſt; but*ris expreſly ſaid, That becauſe of the Phariſees they did not 
confeſs bim, leſt they ſhould have been put out of the Synagogue ; and the reaſon 1n the next verſe, is 
given for it further; For (tis fatd,) they loved rhe praiſe of Men more than the praiſe of God: And 
doubtleſs, theſe who would not looſe the praiſe of Men, did fit and judge with their Fellow Rulers, 
when they perſecute Chriſt and his Followers, whatever their own thoughts on*c were ; their defire 
to abide in the good opinion of the Great Ones, and their fear of being frowned upon by them, 
put them upon thus doing againſt ſuch of whom they had good thoughts: And as the Elders and 
Nobles dwelling in the City where Naboth lived, did obey the wicked command of Fezebel, in 4- 
bhabs name, 1 Kings 21. They feared no doubz, the diſpleaſing or loofing the Fayor of Jeanne - 
| | , _ tfbas; 
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further to take Peter alſo; To perſecute the Church was a'matter-ſo light to him, that he evuld do - 
it upon ſo ſmall a motive as the pleaſing of the Fews, who were fixed intheir Ennity ngainit Chriſt; . 
his Diſciples and DoQtrin before, as he well knew. '- In hike manner did' Felix with'Pau{uponthe - 
fame motive, A#.-24. 16, 27. Having ſent for 'Paul often; andwhen another Governor came in + 
Felix room, he left Pauſbound, (tho he' knew him'to be innocent,) upsn'"this- groynd only, as *ris - 
expreſly ſaid, That Felix willing to (hew the Jews a pleaſure, left Paul bound, The pleaſing of the - k 
perſecuting Fews, was of ſufficient'force to perſuade himto leave Pau} bound, S3 is it aid of Faf as -« "3 


himſelf, 47, 2.5. Paul having pleaded his own Innocency before him, Feſftxs to gratifie.che.defire - 
of the Jews, (who had a defignto have killed Paul in the wa ,Ypcrſuaderh Paul not to have flood 5 
to his Appeal, but to go to Feruſalem ; the Jews defire and delrgn ws exprefitd in w. 2, 809:40 thely - 
words, The High Prieſt and the Chief of the Jews informed him againſs Paul, 4nd deſired favor agajnſt © 
him, that be would ſend for bim to Jeruſalem, laying wait-in the way to bill bim;..-upon- which + 
Feſtus v. 9 (moved theretoonly upon this account, that he-thereby might pleaſe the Tex) would. | 
have expoſed Paul to their intended Violence, as *ris capes wee in theſe words, Butt Feltas | 
willing to do the Jews a pleaſure, anſwered Paul and ſaid, * Wilt rhou'go up into Jeruſalems: Pare. - - 
alſo under the fame Temprtarion,(being willing to keepthe favorof Caſer;andloath ro be aocouts © 
ed Difloyal; rhe Zews baving urged that Argument,) did deliver-up Chriſt to be:Crucified,' as is 
fully expreſſed Fohn 19. for he had acknowledged Chriſts innoceney often,” as in Chap. 18.v,-38.:: 
in theſe words, 1 find in bim no fault at all; and. in Chap. 19. 4. Behold, T bring him forth-10- . 
10u, that ye may know that I findno fault in him; the fame words again he ſaid ro them, ea, apd . 
| v. 12. be ſought to rekaſe bim , But the Jews then in the next words, crying out, if thou let this mas -- 
go thou art nat Czxfarsfriend; which when Pilate bad heard; their clamour prevailed: Herewas | 
he touched when nothing elſe would prevail by Argument of force, tocauſe him to del.verup Jeſt 
ro be Crucified; this was, he either for fear of looſing Czſars favor, being thought na- Friend of -- 
his, or to pleaſe the Fews, did that which was otherwiſe againſt his own judgmentandinclination; - 
for in Mark 15. 15. *s faid, That be did it to pleaſe the' multitude; ſo that both ſeemed to beaupon, 
his Hearr.T'bus hath the Scripture alſo taken notice, that fear of Flatrery was often the main cauſe - 
whic' put many Perſons upon the unjuſt and cruel Perſecuting of innocent and good Men', and -: 
to alliſt others therein, when nothing elſe would have influenced ro ſuch Doings. . _ 
In the fourth and lalt place, the Scripture 1s. not filent rieither, 1n ſetting forth the deſperateneſs of - 
ſich x Spirit of Enmity, and of ſuch perſecuting IO mn thoſe wicked Men, in thoſe ago ; 
| 3; - IE; >. 
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. the World. Firſt;In thar.it ſhewerh , that God himſelfand Chrift did rake themſelvestobe concerg- 
Ie ſrsforth-bow- much. God-and -Chriſt.reaſons themlclyes concerned therewith, as he was-for his 
People under the burthen-laid upon them 1n Eevpr, Exod. 3. God {aid;v.7. I have ſurely ſeen the 


- #ffiftion of my people which are in;Egypt ; anal bave beard their cry, 7 reaſon of their Tak maſters : 
for:T know: therr\ſorrow 3;-and 1n the next verle, { aws come dawn to deliver them; of which God 
cold Moſer.agamj cg. Here is:ablerved: what notice God took on't, and how he was concerned 
abour it. 'Sd again,/Pſal. 105..%;is ſaid of Iſrael there by the P/almif, v. 13, 14,15. That when 
they weny from whe nation to another, 8c. he ſuſſered no man to do them:2wrong ;, yea, he reproved 
. Kongs for their. ſakes,; ſaying, Touch not my Amointed, and do my Prophets no harm.. [ſ[aiah records 
thele wards; Chap.:63. 8, 9. He was their Saviour: in all their affiittions he was affIifted. and the 
eingelof has. preſencejaved them: in hz love audin hi pity be redeemed them, 8c. Here were great 
Expreiſions of his:care-and concernedneſs for them. . God himſelf by the Pfophet Zacharjab ſpake 
thus concerningithem, Chep. /2-v. 8. He who touch«th you, toucheth the Apple of mine eye and in 
2.9. he faith of their Enemies, . Behold, 129ill ſbake mine hand uponthem, &c.. $o did, Chriſt him- 
leIt declare his concernedneſs for the Church, when Saul had. perſecuted them, A&#.g 1, 2, 3. 
Chriſt met him in the wey; and.in the next verſes uttered theſe words, Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſ# 
thou me? Who art thouſaid Saul ! 1 am Jeſus whom thou perſecuteſt ; 'it hard Fe thee to. kick a 
gainſt.the pricks:: Here Chriſt evidenced! himſelf to be neerly concerned for his Saints; and alſp he 
hirted.:to Sand the:danger of perſecuting too,,, Jt :4 hard for thee to kick againſt the-pricks. © 
- *Eben'Secondly, The Scripture Records, the many direful Threatnings againſt ſuch Perſecu- 
tors 10 thoſe days, 'and'declared the many fad EffeQs and Conſequents of ſuch doing in thoſe Ages 
of the. Warld. In the general, God ſaid, Deut. 32. v.43. That he will revenge the blood of hs [er- 
Vants,oand will render vengeance tothe adverſaries : Andagain, Pſal. 7. 12. He hath ordained his 
erroivs againſ:the Perſetutors. Yea, thus ſpake he to his People ſrael in particular, by the Pro- 
phet:1aiab; *Chap. 15. O my people, 8c. be not afraid of the Aſſyrians, he ſhall ſmite thee with a 
rod; v3.2:4- and-in'v. 2.5, &! 26. For jet alittle while and the indignation ſhall ceeſ:, aud mine an- 
£7, in their deſtruttion ,, and the Lord of hoſt ſhall ſtir up a ſcourge for him, accoraimg tothe ſlaug h- 
ter of Mijdian : Yea,and thotheir ſtour Hearts would not take notice of Gods bland lifted u againſt 
them, I/a."2.6.yet God ſaid there; - That they ſhould ſee and be aſhamed for their envy at the People, 
(or towards my: people); : yea, (ſaid he there,) rhe. fire of thine enemies ſhall devour them, v.11. 
Again. Ja. .5 1: 1 have takew uut of thine, hand the cup of trembling, the dregs of the eup of my fury, 
tbou ſhalt no: mre drink it agam,. but I will put it into the hands of them who. affii& thee, who ſaid 
ro thy:ſoul, bow down that we may go over, &c: 0.22, 23. Here God, tho he did-permit his Peo- 
ples Enemies ſometimes to lay the Rod on Rs, yer the Dregs of the Cup the Enemies, Perſecuters 
them(clverarc threatned to drink ;. with which Gad threatned ſeveral Nations, who had been his 
Peapls\:J/gels grear Enemies and, Oppreſlors, for their jnſolentanſulting:over them,and for all their 
cruel 20d ſevere. Dealings-with them, 'Ezek. 25. The Amonites for ther ſaying Aha, Aha, againſt 
Gods San@uary 'when'it was profaned, and againſt the land of Iracl when it was deſolate, and a- 
painſt the we Judah when the went into captivity, v.3. and in the nexr verſes,there are 'Threat- 
nings: denounced; againſt them forthis further , and for that That they had claped their hands and © 


refaxced in; heart, with all their deſpight againſt the Land of Iſrael, v. 6. and mn the following verſes 
Threatnings are denounced againitihem, and againſt Moab too inthe 8, 9, and following verſes ; 
and v. 12. cis ſaid from-the Lord, That becauſe Edom bath dealt againſt the houſe of Judah by 1ak- 
ing vengeance, and hath greatly offended and revenged himſelf upon them; therefore did God threaten 
them ſorely in thenext verſes; -and again, in v. 15. *tis ſaid of the Phuliſtines thus, Becauſe they 


x:alt by revenge, and have taken vengeance with a deſpizhiful heart, to deſtroy for the old batred, 
h ; | ih ' therefore 
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therefore rhas faith the Lord, Lil froteh #th-my bend in the exe d lo threat tens, 
Titus for the lif ſhapupeſer ſelf againſt Iſrael; ſee it.at large, Exek..2.6 = hap. 35, God by 


the Prophet there faith.to Mount Sejr thus, Iam againſt thee,! and I will fretch: 
thee, and I will make thee moſt deſolate, &c. V..I, 2, Js 4 4. and i in. wv, 5." be declares'rth caute 1 
theſewords, Becauſe thou baſt a perpetual batred, and baſt fred the blood of the Children of [ſrael. by 
the force of the ſword, and in the time of their calamity, &c. .and in; the next ver $ be faith, {.2v74 

pare-+tbee to blood,. and blood ſhall purſue thee, &C. . So did God threaten the, Heath rene) 
[ale the ſame cauſe, in Chap, 36. at-the beginning; .andin Zeph Fra Jie =o het eaten 
and Ammon upon this account, v. .$. I haveiheard the reproach of Moab e,Jend the 
of the Children of Ammon, whereby they have arte. my bes _—_— ted 
gaiuſ# their borders : therefore as I liveyſaith the Lord there,v.g.and ſo on, Mogb, 
” ay, God threatned the Heads of Jacob and Princes of the bouſe of Iſrael, for their Teng Sik 22 

and loving of the evil, and (as the natural conſequent thereof,) their. hurl 

his People, Micah: 3. 1, 2, 3, 4 And again he threatens Edow, in; Obadi 'O-. | "- 
cauſe too, in'theſe words, And thy mighty men, O Teman, ſhall be bad n fo. ww han 1's Pon * lf 
owe of the mount of Eſau may be cut o of by ſlaughter : for thy violence againſt _thy Brother Jacob, : b- 
ſhame. ſball cover thee, and rhou-ſhalt be cut off for ever : Thus did God in thoſe days, take notice. 
of the abuſes done to his, and did threaten their Perſecutors, . Yea further, in AL ysof the New 
Feſtament too, doth the Holy Ghoſt rake ſpecial notice of rheſethings; Chriſt bi 
a woz in:general ta ſuch-who ſhould offend his, Afar. 1 8. faid, he. there, 7/boſoever. ſhall affend on 
of theſe little onex which believe in me, it were better for him that a millſfone wer e hang: 4 ut-hy 
neck, and that be were drownedin the depth of the Sea, v.6. and inw. 7. he adds awoe tothe _ 
becauſe of offences, 8C. .and woe 10 ihe man by whom they come; this he pare! in general, bur more, | 
particular. ro the Fews ; Hein Mat. 2.3. 29, J0. pronounced Worry m_ upon, this on 
count, and ſpake dreadfully;rothem, w. 34; &- 37: 10 theſe words, 1 fond; you. on Proph Gs Ts p. 
of them ye ſhall kill and crucifie ;, | and ſome of them. ſhall you ſcourges in Jour Synagogues, 
them from City to City : That upon you may come, all the righteous blood ſhed upon $he lh om 
rigbteozs Abel,” &c. According to which the Apoſtle fake. 1 Theſſ. 2. - the 44% he ing 
faid to the Theſſalonians, w. I 4. That they alſo had ſuffered like things 0 ; $i-99 Countrymen, as they -- 
have of the Jews ; he v.35. ſaid of them in theſe words, Who killed the Lord Feſt. ag their own. 
Prophets, and have perſecuted us ; and rbey pleaſe not God, and aye comrary to all men, fobiddmg | © 
as fo ſpeak to the Gentiles, that they might.be.ſaved : Here were they hi ly.e ngged: Ne 
ing Spirit, and of oppoſition of the Goſpel of Salvation., -Bur what .{; th, ps nan In x ie 8 
next wards, [concerning the Conſequenrs thereot ; Tofill up their [in alws LGzak he.) Yor the wrath. 1 4" 
= come upon them to the wttermoſt. And leaſt any Man ſhould Aicrer hi If with vain] opes of _. Y 


Eſcaping, tho he ſhould have per liſted i in ſuch a Spiritand Prattice;. Chriſt himſelf hd. p Bikes; 
ly afferted, thar God will avenge ic, Luke 18: 7, 8, in theſe words, Shall noe G od avenge by aunts, © + 
ele, who: cry day and night unto bim, &c. I tell you, that be will ave Mea ocg 66 | 
hereafter, vengeano will overtake the Enemies and Perfecutors« ot his - and thar ir is Bl 's 
in.God ſa,todo,.the Apoſtle intimates 2 Theſſ: 1. 6, 7. and ſoon in theſe words, Seet ing jt 1-47 
teous thing with God, to recompence tribulation to them who trouble you, and to ou ho Sorts 
reſt, when the Lord Feſws ſhall be revealed, &c, to take vengeance on them who know not God gee, .. "5 
4,9. Their puniſhment is ſaid to be then their everlaſtiug deſtryQion, from the. Preſence of the; ©: 3 

y Lordiand: cthe'Glory of his Power: And the righteouſneſs of God is proclaimed in his exeeunnnge --* 

- this vengeance on them, Rev. 16, v. 53 6. in theſe words, Thou-art righrei les, O Lord -betaaſe-* 4. 
.. thou vaf 1 red thus: for they have ſhed the blood of Saints and Prophets, and chou _ yds the w; -! 
blood to din , for they are worthy. The Scripture hath taken norice, that ſometimes God ai fe on 
cute- chieatned Judgments upon ſuch in this World ; ſodid he wha the Conan peſos 1 
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'a Woe be ptoriounced againſtthem who'ere at caſe in Ziov, and nor grieved forthe 

"Foſeph, as in Amos 6.'1, 2, 2. and ſoon; what might thoſe:expe&t who were the Af- 

rs of Toſeph? It was no light thing when God ſhould come to avenge; for much the Apoſtle 

id piverhem to'know in thoſe days, when he had affirmed Heb.10. 30. theſe words as that which 
. God bad ſaid, Fengtance belong to me, ſaith the Lord, aud will repay it, 8c. He ſubjoins this jathe 
next verſe, It x 4 fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God.*'Thierefore God tnmfelb by 

of the Rage of Princes and: People 

anity andthe ineffeRtualneſs of their . 


. he Propher-David: Pſal, 2. After he had been Propheſyin 
painſt the'Lord and his Anoinred ; 'and had fer forth their V- | 
terprs againſt bim, in the beginning of the Pſalm; hew. 10, 11, 12.advifeth them to fubmir; 
auſe of the fad Conſequents of their perfiſting in ther Rage, in theſe words, Be 25ſe/now there. 
ye Kings, be inftrutted ye Tudges of the Earth ; ferve the Lord with fear, and reſo e with 


Kiſr the Son teft be be angry, and ye periſh from the way, when bis wrath « aled bub 
- What dreadful Judgments hath befallen the fews, {ince'they in'their rage 'agyinſt 
refed theſe words, Mer. 2.7.25. Hz blood be upon ut ind dur Childres.) Thus do' theſe 
ds eſpecially 'note the great and ſeated Enmity which was m the Hearts of wicked Men 
days of the World, againſt good Men and Things; andthe breakings ourthereof inthe 
Ways they then rook, to prevent theincreaſe of them and it; - rogerher with the Cauſes: or 
i t Grotnds Fro whenthit Spirit in thoſe days did ariſe and took life; as alſo the dreadfuliCaſe 
© .-- of flch, the fad Conſequents of big found'in ſuch a Spirit and PraQtices, V/ #0)! haben y 
= >= . And.arcnotrheſe thinfswritren(as are other thingy, }) in the Scriptures oF vidyfor the adrwonj> | 
==: Hon of thoſe upon bom ebeends of the world are come ? And doth it not concern all:Men toinftrudt 
tein,” in order to their own eſcape from the Errors of theſe,jdnd' fo. ſave themſelves + - 
tio REIT (10 f40t 3 > 
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